We the undersigned call upon our Massachusetts elected officials in congress to support the Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America’s Security and Prosperity Act of 2009 (CIR ASAP), also known as H.R.4321. CIR ASAP constructively addresses long-standing immigration issues in a just and humane manner. CIR ASAP will protect citizens, lawfully present residents, refugees, family integrity and children in the visa process and immigration courts, provide clear, just paths for legalization of the undocumented and citizenship for permanent residents, create a stronger system of foreign workers for American industries in need and restore essential human rights and protections to people in the immigration detention and enforcement system. We particularly call on Congressmen John Tierney, William Delahunt, and Steven Lynch and Congresswoman Nikki Tsongas to support the CIR ASAP Act of 2009 (H.R.4321). We thank Congressmen Barney Frank, John Olver, James McGovern, Michael Capuano, and Richard Neal for co-sponsoring CIR ASAP.
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Main Reasons for Asian Americans to support Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America’s Security and Prosperity (CIR ASAP) Act of 2009

1. Title III will speed up the backlog of visa applications for relatives of citizens from past and present years. It will expand the quota for family and advanced skill visas

2. Title I will protect U.S. citizens and permanent residents from unreasonable search and detention by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). ICE must provide for the humane treatment of those detained and provide for better treatment of families and children.

3. Title IV will allow the undocumented now in the U.S. to earn legal status through contributions to employment, education, the military and community service.

4. Title V will clarify the foreign worker program and prevent abuse of foreign workers

5. Title VI will simplify the citizenship naturalization process and reduce their fees.

6. Title I will improve border security and training of border enforcement workers.

