Stand Out for Immigrant and Refugee Rights

A Coalition of Organizations Activating the Asian American Communties

January 6, 2010

Dear Friends and allies

The issue of immigration reform is moving forward in the political agenda. We need to act pro-actively and forcefully to assure that the rights of two-thirds of the Asian American community and thirty-eight million immigrants and undocumented aliens are protected. We think that you support the principle of human rights for this population.

Recently, Illinois Congressmen Luis Guiterriez has introduced a progressive bill that constructively addresses long-standing immigration issues in a just and humane manner – Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America’s Security and Prosperity (CIR-ASAP). CIR ASAP will protect citizens and lawfully-present residents, family integrity and children in the visa process and immigration courts, provide clear, just paths for legalization of the undocumented and citizenship for permanent residents, allow needed foreign work forces for our industries and restore essential human rights and protections to people in the immigration detention and enforcement system (please refer to the attached summary from the Massachusetts Immigration and Refugee Advocacy Coalition).

We’re asking for your organization’s support in a joint letter to our state’s congressional delegation supporting CIR-ASAP. We hope that you’ll join us to strongly support reform to provide basic protections, alternatives, and rights to the immigrant and refugee communities.

Please find enclosed the text of the joint letter (if we’re going to go after broad orgs, we may need to reword the letter to take out the API references)

Sincerely,

Michael, Judy (AARW), Karen (API Movement), Dimple (DD), Todd (etc.) for the STIRR coaltion
