








February ___, 2010 

Tom Perez
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division

United States Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20530


Re:  Discrimination at South Philadelphia High School, Philadelphia, PA 

Dear Mr. Perez: 


[ORGANIZATION NAME] is writing in support of complaint filed by Asian students and their parents against the School District of Philadelphia and South Philadelphia High School.  We strongly urge the U.S. Department of Justice to take swift legal action to address the unlawful discrimination and harassment against Asian students at South Philadelphia High School.  

[ORGANIZATION’S MISSION and 1 SENTENCE ON ORGANIZATION’S INTEREST IN CASE]. 

It is unconscionable that School District of Philadelphia and South Philadelphia High School officials failed to address the severe harassment against Asian immigrant students at the school for so long.  The school and district must be held accountable for allowing the harassment against Asian students to go unaddressed and for creating an environment that allowed the assaults against Asian students on December 3rd to occur. 


 The events of December 3, 2009 illustrate that anti-Asian and anti-immigrant harassment continues to occur at schools around the country.  Every child, regardless of their race or national origin, has the right to feel safe in their school.   The U.S. Department of Justice must take a firm stand against harassment and discrimination, which deprives students of their right to a safe, equitable education. We hope that the U.S. Department of Justice will move with all deliberate speed to ensure that the terrible events of December 3, 2009 are never repeated again.   






Sincerely, 






[NAME]






[POSITION] 

cc:  
Amy Berman

Education Opportunities Section, PHB

Civil Rights Division

United States Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20530

Tamara Kassabian 

Education Opportunities Section, PHB

Civil Rights Division

United States Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20530

Cecilia Chen 

Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund 

99 Hudson Street, 12th Floor 

New York, NY 10013

